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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
LYNNETTE HEARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF SOCHE,
JOINS UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
DAYTON, Ohio- Lynnette M. Heard, executive director of the Southwestern Ohio
Council for Higher Education (SOCHE) with strong civic ties, has been named executive director of
the office of the president at the University of Dayton. She starts the new position April 2.
She brings nearly 14 years of higher education experience to the post, including more than
three years in a similar position at Wright State University under the late president Harley Flack.
Selected for the position from more than 200 applicants, she replaces Lisa Rismiller, now serving
as director of UD's newly launched Women's Center.
"Lynnette has excellent leadership, strategic planning and operational skills," said Daniel
J. Curran, University of Dayton president. "She has a strong ability to foster consensus, build
teams and energize people around an institution's mission and vision. I'm delighted she's joining
the University of Dayton family."
As executive director of UD's president's office, Heard will assist Curran in strategic
planning, represent him on task forces, coordinate work with the board of trustees and manage all
aspects of the president's office, including hiring staff and controlling budgets. She will sit on the
President's Cotmcil, comprised of vice presidents and other key administrators who help decide
University policy and advise the president.
"The mission of the University of Dayton, the values expressed by the University's new
president Dr. Daniel Curran, and my continuing desire to work and live as a servant-leader in
higher education are in perfect alignment for me," Heard said. "I believe that my life and work
have come full circle. After I graduated from Julienne High School and completed my
undergraduate degree, I began my teaching career at Chaminade-Julienne High School. Now that
I'm reconnecting with the Marianist values that bracket my life, work and service, I believe I am
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coming home. Truly, I am excited and extremely humbled to have been chosen to work with Dr.
Curran, exceptional board members, administrative leaders, faculty and staff at the University of
Dayton, but most of all, with the students whose lives are being shaped by one of the nation's
finest Catholic institutions of higher education."
Heard has served as executive director of SOCHE, a 23-member non-profit consortium of
higher education and business partners in Southwestern Ohio, since September 2000. In that role,
she oversees a $5.2 million student cooperative education program employing more than 70 college
students at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and manages numerous collaborative projects
between universities and colleges in the state.
For 11 years, she worked in various administrative positions at Wright State University,
such as assistant to the vice president for student affairs and enrollment services for student
relations, executive assistant to the president and board of trustees and several positions in the
public relations office, including interim director of public relations.
Nationally in higher education, Heard has served as a board member for the professional
staff on the Association of Governing Boards. She also served on the board of the National
Association of Presidential Assistants in Higher Education and chaired its national conference.
Her community volunteer work is extensive and has focused on the arts, youth, women and
minorities for such organizations as Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, Family and Children
First Council Nominating Committee, Suicide Prevention Center, Stop Family Violence Coalition,
Kettering Medical Center's Women's Walk for Wellness, YWCA board of directors, Montgomery
County Commission on the Stahts of Women and Minorities, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
(Trotwood chapter) and the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.
She's been recognized with the Top Ten African-American Women Award, Dayton Daily
News' Ten Top Women Award, Up and Comer's Award, Woman of the Year from Metropolitan

Women's Club and YWCA African-American Women's Achievement and Pathfinder Awards,
among numerous other honors.
Heard holds a master's degree in higher education administration from Wright State
University and a bachelor's degree in education/communication from the University of Cincinnati.
She and her husband reside in West Chester, Ohio.
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